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Steve DiBenedetto: "Chaoticus"
v Critic's Pick Critics' Pick

David Nolan Gallery
560 Broadway, New York, NY 10012
nt. Prince St.

Price

Free

Reservations

No Recommendation

Schedule

Thru 6/21 Tue-Fri, 10am-6pm; Sat, 11am-6pm

Profile

The fabulous made-up title of this show says it all, as in “I am Chaoticus.” For the last two decades
Steve DiBenedetto has been pushing the optical properties of brushed paint not to their physical
breaking point but to the point of cognitive warpage, the place where you don’t know what you’re
looking at but love looking anyway. His paint handling has only grown bolder and more original.
Meanwhile the imagery has been simplified and made more geometric: Giant organic skyscrapers
look part Ork, part cyborg, and part mutant. That’s just DiBenedetto taking Frank Gehry and Rem
Koolhaas for a spin around the solar system. His colors, finally, have grown more electric and jarring,
while his surfaces seem to fight back against the paint. Whatever is happening here, it really is a
new sort of chaos. — Jerry Saltz



